
Caroline COTTO

“My work explores the balance between movement and 
rootedness, using color and landscape to evoke feelings of 

home, belonging, and emotion. Inspired by travel and nature, 
my intuitive paintings merge the familiar with the unknown, 

inviting viewers to reflect on these themes.”



Caroline Cotto is a French visual artist born in Nice in 1991. 
She studied at the Design Academy Eindhoven in the 
Netherlands, where she began exploring various mediums 
with a focus on color.


Cotto’s art practice is characterized by a profound 
investigation of color and light, influenced by her experiences 
living in several European cities, including Nice, Paris, 
Eindhoven, London, Lisbon, and Rome. These experiences 
have shaped her unique approach to light, allowing her to 
explore it from multiple perspectives.


Her work delves into the balance between movement and 
rootedness, using color and landscape to evoke feelings of 
home, belonging, and emotion. Inspired by travel and nature, 
Cotto’s intuitive paintings merge the familiar with the 
unknown, inviting viewers to reflect on these themes. While 
her works vary in form and approach, they are united by an 
ongoing exploration of color, rhythm, and emotion, allowing 
for a dynamic and ever-evolving practice.


Cotto has exhibited her work both individually and collectively 
in art spaces and institutions across France and internationally. 
Notable exhibitions include Object Rotterdam (2019), Design 
Museum-Gent (2021), Tripostal-Lille (2021), Solarium-Marseille 
(2022), and Centre Culturel la Coupole-La Gaude (2023).


She currently works between Nice and Lisbon.



Paysages Libres  

2024

"Paysages Libre" reimagines 
nature through emotion rather 
than representation. Each canvas 
distills landscapes—water, 
mountains, sky—into bold 
brushstrokes and intuitive color 
harmonies. Shifting from 
contemplative blues to passionate 
pinks and deep nocturnes, the 
series explores how light, memory, 
and feeling shape our sense of 
place. Freed from realism, these 
works invite viewers to experience 
nature’s power through 
imagination.

Paysage  en construction 

Acrylic on paper 

56x40cm - 2024



Ce monde double 

Acrylic  on paper   

35x47cm - 2024




La libération des plantes domestiques 

Acrylic on paper 

42x60cm - 2023



Nature simplifiée

Acrylic on paper

42x60cm - 2023



Paysage étranger

Acrylique sur papier 


15x47cm - 2024




Paysage à plusieurs horizons

Acrylic on paper

22x47cm - 2024



Exhibiton view 

Ce   monde double 


HOMA Lisboa (Portugal)

2024



Le paysage aux deux lunes

Acrylic on  paper 

18x35cm - 2024




Tempête de sable

Acrylic on paper

23x28cm - 2024




Pluie Torentielle

Acrylic on paper

35x47cm, 2024


Détail 

Pluie Torentiellec


2024




L’ océan

2024

The "Ocean" series explores the 
ever-changing nature of water, 
capturing its power and tranquility 
through color, texture, and 
movement. Without literal 
representation, these works evoke 
the tension between depth and 
surface, stillness and motion.

Détail  

Rencontre du fleuve et de  l’océan  


2024



Ombre sur l’eau

Acrylic on paper

19x24cm - 2024




Rencontre du fleuve et de l’océan

Acrylic on paper

50x70cm - 2024



Etude de la vague

Acrylique on paper 


33x47cm - 2024



Palmiers à la Fenêtre

2024

"Palmiers à la Fenêtre" depicts 
solitary palms as elegant sentinels 
rising through bold fields of color. 
Each vertical diptych contrasts 
vibrant hues, transforming the 
familiar into something meditative 
and surreal. These striking studies 
in isolation capture the palm’s 
paradox: fragile yet resilient, 
familiar yet transcendent.

Détail  

2ème mardi, palmier à la fenêtre 


2024



Vendredi, Palmier à la fenêtre

Acrylic on paper 

50x140cm - 2024

2ème mardi, Palmier à la fenêtre

Acrylic on paper 

50x140cm - 2025

Palmier la nuit 

Acrylic on paper 

50x140cm - 2024

Samedi, Palmier à la fenêtre

Acrylic on paper 

50x140cm - 2024



Exhibiton view 

Vendredi, palmier à la fenêtre 


HOMA Lisboa (Portugal)

2024



Focus 

2023-2024

Focus is a series of small abstract 
works on paper, exploring color 
and form in their purest essence. 
Through vibrant, carefully 
composed elements, each piece 
invites a moment of stillness and 
attention—a study in presence, 
balance, and emotion.

A, Amour vert

Acrylic on paper 

13x16cm - 2023



L’aura des fleurs

Acrylic on paper 


12x30m - 2023



A, Amour vert

Acrylic on paper 

13x16cm - 2023



Poisson volant

Acrylic on paper 

13x16cm - 2023



L’immeuble et la petite maison sage 

Acrylic on paper

15x20cm - 2023



Accroche ton linge sur des tiges de fleurs

Acrylic & gouache on paper


15x20cm - 2023



Focus

Exhibition view


Centre culturel La coupole, 2023 (France) 



RESUME 

Caroline Cotto is a French visual artist born in Nice in 1991, she lives and works in Lisbon, Portugal. 

EDUCATION  


2014-2018

Design Academy Eindhoven 

Eindhoven/The Netherlands

Departement Man and Leisure

-Conceptual design

-Design research

-Colour specialisation


2013-2014

Villa thiole

Preparatory program in art studies

Nice/France


2009-2012 

Faculty of political science & law

Nice/France


2006-2009

Auguste Renoir high school 

Scientific option

Cagnes-sur-Mer/France

DEGREE 


2018

Bachelor of design

Design Academy Eindhoven

The Netherlands


2012

Bachelor of law 

Faculty of political science & law

France


2009

High School diploma

Auguste Renoir high school

France



EXHIBITIONS

2024

• It’s Frech/Black Sheep 

Lisbon/Portugal

Group exhibition  


2023

•  Centre culturel la Coupole

La Gaude/France

Solo exhibition


2022

• SDS-Pujet Roastang/France

Group exhibition  

• Solarium-Marseille/France

Group exhibition  


2021

• “Natural dyes,sunny fabrics”

la 16-Nice/France 

Solo exhibition

• “Colors etc”

Lille 3000-le tripostal-Lille/France 

Group exhibition  

• Van Eck’s colours in design

Design Museum Gent

Gent/Belgium 

Group exhibition 

 2020 

• Galerie martin sauvage 

Nice/France 

Group exhibition


2019 

• Art rotterdam week 

“Objet rotterdam”

Rotterdam/The Netherlands

Group exhibition


2018

• Dutch design week

Eindhoven/The Netherlands

Group exhibition


2017 

• Madrid design week

“Here and out” City circles

Madrid/Spain

Group exhibition


2015

• La fabric shop & Adidas

Nice/France 

Solo exhibition

ART RESIDENCIES

2023- today 

• Fabrica Moderna

Portugal 


2024 

•  Homa Lisboa

Portugal 


2022 

• SDS-Pujet Roastang

France


PUBLICATIONS  

2019

• “Egglipse” Vol 1,2,3 

Books - Design research 


PERFORMANCE  

2021 

• LAP & the window

Paris/France   



Contact

.


Web : www.carolinecotto.space 

Email : contact@carolinecotto.space 


IG : www.instagram.com/caroline.cotto 

http://www.carolinecotto.space
mailto:contact@carolinecotto.space
http://www.instagram.com/caroline.cotto

